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National guardianship institution for unaccompanied children (UAC), in its current structure
Nidos exists since 2001
(Nidos has been active in this field since the seventies)

Professional guardians with a degree in social work who are employed by Nidos.
Nidos has a specialized department of Child psychologists and a Legal Department

Nidos has 15 regional offices, including at the application centre in Ter Apel, 1 central office
in Utrecht and currently around 700 employees

Nidos has been responsible for between 2000 - 12000 children in recent years and currently
provides care to around 7800 children

Nidos is responsible for reception of any UAC with a residence permit and all UAC under 15
years of age

* Source: Data Nidos 01-09-20
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ABOUT THE CHILDREN

Most children are from Syria, Eritrea, Afghanistan, Somalia, North-Africa, 01-09-2020)

About 50-60% receive a residence permit in the end

They are usually 15, 16 or 17 years of age

They are mainly boys (relation of boys-girls is around 70%-30%)
They might be victims of trafficking

They use many different types of transport on their journeys
Most of them apply for asylum

Many of them apply for family reunification




NIDOS TASKS

+ IN PRACTICE



NIDOS TASKS IN PRACTICE

In practice: % We cooperate with

1) Guardianship Central Agency for the Reception of Asylum
2)  Reception Seekers (COA), contract partners and
reception families

These agencies offer daily guidance to the

Nidos is the case manager in the A le e

guidance of the children:

7/

Nidos is in charge ** Important topics are...

We supervise the positive Family reunification
development of the children

We intervene if their development
is at risk Support with integration

Support with return




OUR TASKS

* Legal representative with parental power

* Representing the best interests of the child

* Working towards self-reliance at 18

* Working towards perspective (integration or return)




DIFFERENT types OF RECEPTION



WAYS OF RECEPTION

RECEPTION of UAC

All UAC are placed with family when possible. If not:

UAC 0-15, and older vulnerable 15-18
children

Asylum Specialized reception family Process Reception Location

procedure  Nidos (max 5 days, during (POL) from COA for a
application period) maximum period of 3
First reception family Nidos months

Residence Reception family Nidos (this Small scale reception

permit could be the first reception (KSO) from Nidos in a
family if there’s a good match)  municipality

No Reception family Nidos (this Small scale reception

residence could be the first reception (KWV) from COA in or

permit family if there is a good match) close to an asylum center



RECEPTION IN FAMILIES
VISION

+ THE CHILD DOES BEST
IN A FAMILY WITH THE
SAME OR A SIMILAR
CULTURAL BACKGROUND

e Safety

Perspective

Optimal development chances

Recovering

* Respect for own culture
* ‘Natural’ environment

e Durable relationship

* Reception in families is in line with the
CRC, the UN Guidelines for Alternative Care
and developments in youth care



Legal context

+ Current challenges and bottlenecks

High influx

Reception shortage/ lack of adequate places

Education not available for all children

Many guardians have double caseloads

Asylum procedures takes more than a year

e Family reunification procedures take over 1,5 years
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Legal context

END OF GUARDIANSHIP

* When the child turns 18 (by law)
* Dismissal of guardianship at restoration of parental responsibility
* Dismissal of guardianship at transfer of guardianship to family

* Dismissal of guardianship at transfer of guardianship to another guardianship
institution or foster parents

* Dismissal of guardianship upon departure abroad

* Dismissal of guardianship when the child turns out to be over 18




